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OPEN CITY ARCHITECTS
is a Cape Town based practice specialising in architecture,
urban design and research.
Our work departs from the premise that each design
becomes a unique and important building block of the city,
suburb or surrounding rural landscape that it occupies.
We believe in an open design approach that focuses on
creating flexible, sustainable, socially positive, and economically enabling interventions.
Beauty is a priority for us, and we get equally excited
about doing a small kitchen renovation as creating a large
urban development framework.
We believe that every project requires critical analysis and
research to understand the unique challenges associated
with it. We seek simple solutions to intricate problems and
listen carefully to the aspirations and requirements of our
clients.
Our team is young and dynamic and we make use of the
latest design technology to design, render and build our
projects using sophisticated 3D modelling software. This
allows us to showcase our designs in virtual reality giving
our clients the unique opportunity of experiencing the
architecture before it’s even built.
OPEN CITY is based at 163 Bree Street, Gardens, Cape
Town where we manage a dynamic coworking space
shared between architects, interior designers, artists, filmmakers and curators.
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SINGLE RESIDENTIAL
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LAGOON HOUSE
LANGEBAAN 2018

*2019 CIFA Award for Architecture
Lagoon house is situated on a steep, southwest-facing slope
overlooking the Langebaan lagoon. A magnificent rocky
outcrop directly in front of the site became an important consideration in the placement of the building. Amongst other
constraints, design guidelines required at least one 45°
pitched roof, square windows and white walls.
We decided to keep the internal spaces compact and introduce generous northwest-facing outdoor terraces on both
levels, which due to their orientation and depth are sheltered
from the South Easter wind. The upper level combines
kitchen, dining and living rooms into one simple archetypal
house that ends in a giant picture window. The private wing
is tucked underneath with a small family lounge connecting
four bedrooms, of which three enjoy a sea view.
We used the “thickened wall” to express the pure geometry
of the main space and contain all the bookshelves, kitchen
counters, storage cupboards, desks and built-in-seating.
This dramatically simplifies the interiors and creates tranquility. The simplicity of the structure emphasises the visual
dialogue with the landscape and entices you to go outside.

STATUS: Complete
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LAGOON HOUSE
LANGEBAAN 2018

*2019 CIFA Award for Architecture

South West Elevation

Ground Floor Plan

First Floor Plan

Cross Section
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LAGOON HOUSE
LANGEBAAN 2018

*2019 CIFA Award for Architecture
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RIVER HOUSE
ONRUS 2016
This weekend house on the bank of the Onrus River
lagoon is situated within a grove of protected White Milkwood trees, the largest of which are estimated to be over
four hundred years old. The client requested a ‘minimalist
box’ with simple, unfussy interiors where circulation and
space utilisation are optimised, and views maximised.
The house weaves its way between the Milkwood trees,
camouflaged by its darkly clad outer skin. No trees were
removed to make way for the building and special care
was taken to protect the roots. A double storey pavilion
was placed in the clearing on the Northeastern side of
the site, like a bird hide, facing the mountains and the
river. The bedrooms are tucked away on the lower level
surrounded by the trees. Floating timber balconies wrap
around on both levels to generate a seamless interface
with the landscape. Internally, the house has a warm materiality mimicking the colours of the reed river landscape.
STATUS: Complete
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RIVER HOUSE
ONRUS 2016

Ground Floor Plan

Longitudinal Section

First Floor Plan

Cross Section
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RIVER HOUSE
ONRUS 2016
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STRANDVELD HOUSE
JACOBSBAAI 2015
Strandveld House is a contemporary interpretation of the
lime-washed thatched fisherman’s cottages found on the
West Coast. The result is a simple thatch-roofed pavilion
with two abutments enclosing a small courtyard. The
house is approached from the South-Eastern side, where
a sequence of walls announce the entrance pathway.
The carved half-metre-thick white-washed walls are
symmetrically arranged using square- and golden mean
proportions. The long axis faces North-West towards the
bay, forming the living and kitchen areas expressed as a
generous double volume space spilling out onto the stoep.
On the North-Western side low walls form seats to enclose the stoep and signal the threshold between private
and public space.
The design explores the dialogue between old and new,
attempting to find a timeless expression of structure and
materiality. Eighteenth century Cape yellowwood beams,
weathered timber and original Sandveld furniture add
warmth to an otherwise light and airy minimalist interior.
Cupboards, shelves and internal door frames are hidden within the thickness of the wall, resulting in simple
tranquil spaces. Elements like built-in seats, staircase
and window- and door chamfers provide opportunities for
experimenting with sculptural form and light. The resulting
architecture is that of simplicity, restraint and warmth.
STATUS: Complete
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STRANDVELD HOUSE
JACOBSBAAI 2015

Site Plan

Ground Floor Plan
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STRANDVELD HOUSE
JACOBSBAAI 2015
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BOULDER HOUSE
BETTY’S BAY 2014
This family retreat nestles among the rocks and surrounding indigenous fynbos to capture spectacular views
over the rocky Atlantic shoreline. Wooden decks float
above the vegetation softening the transition between the
building and the landscape, forming sheltered terraces.
Inside, a large open plan living, dining and kitchen area
provides space for gatherings of family and friends. All
four bedrooms, as well as the living area have Southeast
facing sea views, while the roof structure is tilted towards
the Northern sun filling the rooms with warmth and light.
The house incorporates many sustainable features, such
as high R-value insulation; double-glazing; non-electrical
water heating and a rainwater capture system. In winter
the house is heated with an efficient wood-burning stove
which has an integrated heat-spreading system that
sends warm air to the bedrooms upstairs. The design responds to the client’s request for clean-lines and wooden
detailing while local stonework was introduced on the
ground floor to anchor the building to its site.
STATUS: Complete
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BOULDER HOUSE
BETTY’S BAY 2014

15

BARN HOUSE
STELLENBOSCH 2017
The design concept for this family home takes it starting
point from the classic Cape barn house. The symmetrical
stripped down nature of the building emulates the simplicity and timelessness of vernacular Cape architecture
whilst adding to it a contemporary flavour. Two glazed
gable ends face towards the forest and stream beyond
framing the view in a giant picture window.
The heart of the house is the courtyard where the kitchen
and dining area lead to the pool terrace. The playroom
and service spaces are directly behind the main living
area so that the life of the house becomes concentrated
in this central area.
STATUS: Complete
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BARN HOUSE
STELLENBOSCH 2017
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SUNSET HOUSE
STELLENBOSCH 2019
In response to the climate and distant mountain views this
modern family home is positioned as an L-shape framing
a terraced internal courtyard. The result is an elongated
building that floats on pilotes stretching out into the
landscape, planes slide past one another and junctions
are dissolved.
Emphasis is placed on horizontality and transparency
giving the house a seamless connection with the garden.
Mirrors are used on internal walls to reflect the landscape
back into the house, often obscuring the beginning and
end of internal and external. The living areas are placed
at the bottom with easy access to the garden whilst the
bedrooms are upstairs for safety and security.
STATUS: Complete

North Elevation

East Elevation
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SUNSET HOUSE
STELLENBOSCH 2019
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SANTOS HOUSE
KENILWORTH 2017

*2021 Docomomo Rehabilitation Award Nominee
Open City recently completed the restoration of no 5
Rowan Lane, an iconic house designed by Adele Naude
Santos and Antonio de Souza Santos. The house was
completed in 1972 and is regarded as one of the best
examples of the modern movement in Africa.
We carefully reinstated steel-framed windows and doors
where they had been replaced with aluminium, repaired
and reinstated large areas of terracotta tiling, specifically
on the roof walkway and planted a magnificent indigenous
roof garden as was originally intended by the architects.
Minor internal changes were made to the kitchen and
bathrooms. The most challenging part of the project was
choosing the artworks and furniture to compliment the
house.
STATUS: Complete
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SANTOS HOUSE
KENILWORTH 2017
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MOUNTAIN HOUSE
SIMON’S TOWN 2019
Perched on the Northern slopes of Glencairn, this compact family home enjoys extraordinary mountain views.
The building works with the contours of the steeply sloping site and nestles itself into the hillside. By sloping the
roof in the same direction as the surrounding landscape
the building stays connected to its site and reads as a
modest single story from the street level. The geometry of
the plan has been inspired by Adel and Antonio de Souza
Santo’s House Stekhoven in Newlands. Each North East
facing window creates an open corner towards the view,
blending interior and exterior into one. Optimal orientation,
insulation, a masonry chimney and carefully designed
overhangs ensure that the house has a comfortable
temperature throughout the year, eliminating the need for
additional heating and cooling.
STATUS: Awaiting municipal approval
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MOUNTAIN HOUSE
SIMON’S TOWN 2019

Ground Floor Plan

First Floor Plan

Cross Sections
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MOUNTAIN HOUSE
SIMON’S TOWN 2019
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WEDGE HOUSE

SOMERSET WEST 2019
This contemporary residential home is located in a private
estate in Somerset West. The site forms a sharp point
towards the top of a hill, and enjoys extensive views over
False Bay, as well as towards the Helderberg and across
an adjacent olive grove.
The building is designed to follow the contours of the site
with an elongated multi-level plan, merging the interior
and exterior spaces at every opportunity. The spectacular
views are maximised with each room looking out over the
landscape. The purity of the materiality is expressed, with
raw off-shutter concrete, natural stone and timber making
up the material palette. The garden that merges with the
building and the planters that edge the roof terraces will
be planted with native fynbos, and irrigated with rainwater
harvested and stored in an underground reservoir.
STATUS: Under Construction

Ground Floor Plan
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WEDGE HOUSE

SOMERSET WEST 2019

Longitudinal Section
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WEDGE HOUSE

SOMERSET WEST 2019

Cross Section
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NOKWEZI’S HOUSE
The design on this drawing is copyright and remains the
property of the architects.
All work to be carried out strictly in accordance with
municipal and national regulations and the SANS 10400
building regulations.
Figured dimensions to be taken in preference to scaling
drawing. The contractor and sub-contractors must check
all relevant details and dimensions before commencing
work on site or manufacture of components. Any
discrepancies must be reported to the architect
immediately.

PHILIPPI 2019

*Pro bono publico
We designed this compact little row house for a family of
150

FFL

NGL

250

750

6 because the RDP house they were living in was falling
apart. The site is long and narrow and the trend in the
250 x 700 mm
concrete
foundation

140

700

area is to share walls between neighbours. We decided
FOUNDATION
Scale 1: 25

that the best way to approach the design was provide a
safe and comfortable environment for the family on the
100mm concrete floor

21 mm permanent
shuttering

ground floor level and then to create a second story with
50 x 228 mm timber beam

Longitudinal Section
LONGITUDINAL SECTION
Scale 1: 50

Cross Section
CROSS SECTION
Scale 1: 50

a direct entrance from the street that can be let to create
CONCRETE SLAB
Scale 1: 25

additional income.
The insertion of a small square courtyard meant that
we could create a safe outdoor living space which also
brings light and ventilation to all the bedrooms instead of
one long passage on one side. The street interface of the
house allows for outdoor street seating as well as a small
STREET SECTION
Scale 1: 50

Side Elevation

shop space where Nokwezi’s daughter can advertise her
hair brading business to the street.
SITE INFO

PROJECT

The upper level has a separate kitchen and bathroom that
Row house Prototypes

can be Nokwezi
shared
between two tenants where a north facing
Kwelilanga
CLIENT

balcony doubles up as circulation. Care has been taken
DESIGNED BY

163 BREE STREET
GARDENS, CAPE TOWN,
8000
+27 [0]82 879 5960
+27 [0]21 685 0556
hello@opencity.co.za

to plan in some much needed greenery and security was
Sections
also a very
important design consideration.
As indicated

DATE

2019/11/29 17:05:48

DRAWING NO.

STREET SECTION
Scale 1: 50

A102

REV.

STATUS: Complete
Philippi Township

0

DRAWN BY: OPENCITY

Street Elevation
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PICKWICK APARTMENTS
SALT RIVER 2018-2019
With Kevin Fellingham
Affordable housing stock in the inner city of Cape Town
allows young people to live centrally. This multi-storey
mixed use housing scheme will accommodate 440
residential units, shops, restaurants, offices and three
levels of basement parking. Set to become a new node in
the Salt River area, the development is characterised by
a large North facing planted atrium leading to an internal
shopping arcade.
Active edges on all four sides of the ground floor, enhance
amenities and security for residents. Communal roof
gardens on the terraced roof scape provide residents with
high level views and greenery whilst socialising. Living units range from 25 m² to 35 m², each with its own
kitchen, bathroom and balcony.
STATUS: Achieved Town Planning Approval
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PICKWICK APARTMENTS
SALT RIVER 2018-2019
MICAWBER ROAD

RO
DICKENS
AD

AD
ICK RO
PICKW

1

Ground Floor Plan
Scale1 : 250

COPPERFIELD ROAD

Second Floor Plan
2
Scale1 : 250

Ground Floor Plan

Second Floor Plan

Floor Plan
Sixth FloorFifthPlan

Tenth
Floor Plan
Eighth Floor
Plan

5

Scale1 : 250

10

Scale1 : 250
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PICKWICK APARTMENTS
SALT RIVER 2018-2019

Copperfield Street Elevation

Pickwick Street Elevation

Longitudinal Section

Cross Section
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HOPKINS STREET APARTMENTS
SALT RIVER 2019
We designed this multi- storey mixed use housing
scheme on a triangular site facing a small triangular
public park. The development accommodates 276 micro
flats, ground floor shops and restaurants, and four levels
of basement parking. The aim is to revitalise the existing
public park by connecting it to an active public courtyard
through a pedestrianised link.
The provision of numerous small housing units will allow
for an affordable housing typology that references the
historical row houses that occur in the area. The units
create a rhythmic expression on the facades of the new
buildings. The higher population density will boost the
local economy and make a vibrant public space viable.
Additional eyes on the street, lighting and active edges
will greatly enhance security, whilst the amount of public
open space and greenery is significantly increased.
In addition to the restaurants and large retail, the development provides small and micro-retail units for micro
enterprises and local tradesmen, workshops and light-industrial units.
STATUS: Achieved Heritage Western Cape approval
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HOPKINS STREET APARTMENTS
SALT RIVER 2019

Cross Section

Ground Floor Greening

Longitudinal Section through public square

Ground Floor Street Activation

Ground Floor Pedestrian Movement
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Victoria St

Kremer Rd
Kremer Rd

SALT RIVER 2019

9 Hopkins

Victoria St

Salt River Circle
Salt River Circle

Salt River Road Elevation

HOPKINS STREET
APARTMENTS
Rex Trueform

9 Hopkins

Rex Trueform

Victoria Road Elevation

Durham St

Shanon Street

Rex Trueform

Durham St

9 Hopkins

Rex Trueform

Shanon Street

Zhauns

9 Hopkins

Manrose Street

Zhauns

Hopkins Street

Salt River Rd

Salt River Rd

1 : 2000

Hopkins Street

Salt River Road Elevation

Manrose Street

1 : 2000

Salt river Circel

9 Hopkins

Salt river Circel

Rex Trueform

9 Hopkins

Hopkins St

Urban Sections

Rex Trueform

Hopkins St

1 : 2000

Briar Rd

Victoria Road Elevation

Briar Rd

Victoria Rd

Victoria Rd

1 : 2000
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VENICE HOUSE APARTMENTS
CAPE TOWN CBD 2018

Converting a picturesque historical office building into an
upmarket residential apartment block.
•
•

23 one bedroom apartments
Grade 2 Heritage building with lovely historical
features

STATUS: Achieved Heritage Western Cape
& Municipal Approval
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HIGH STREET APARTMENTS
OBSERVATORY 2019
With Kevin Fellingham
Re-imagining an industrial complex of historical buildings
into a high-density, mixed-used, live-work-play precinct.
This required working very sensitively in-between the
existing buildings retaining the most important parts. The
precinct thereby retains its industrial character whilst
adding a much needed inner city housing component.
STATUS: Plans in circulation

EXISTING BEFORE DEMOLITION

DEMOLITION IN RED

EXISTING & NEW
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HIGH STREET APARTMENTS
OBSERVATORY 2019
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PUBLIC
INFRASTRUCTURE
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TRANSPORT INTERCHANGE
LANGEBAAN 2016 -2020
Winning Tender Bid for Saldanha Bay Municipality.
Commencing 2021.

2

2
1

Antonio Sieni Elevation - Dependent 1
1 : 200

Antonio Sieni Elevation - Dependent 1
Oostewal
Elevation - Dependent 1
1 : 200
1 : 200

Langebaan’s urban development is very fragmented.
This project posits a new approach to encourage active
street life and seeks to integrate transport with other
commercial and social amenities to bring pedestrian
vibrancy back into the town centre. Firstly the transport
hub addresses the imminent need for a formal taxi rank to
cater for long and short distance taxis that currently serve
the town.
The facility can grow over time and will also accommodate other future modes of public transport. Central to the
design of the project is that the facility must become a
catalyst for economic and social development by creating
trading opportunities for micro, small, medium and large
businesses. The public promenade becomes an active
social spine that connects the main road to the taxi rank
and can become a gathering place for the community.
STATUS: Scheduled to commence 2021

1

Oostewal Elevation - Dependent 1
1 : 200

40
3

Parking Lot Elevation - Dependent 1
1 : 200

TRANSPORT INTERCHANGE
LANGEBAAN 2016 -2020
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ITHEMBA PLAYGROUND
VRYGROND 2019

*Pro bono publico
Weld mesh fence

iThemba Primary opened its doors in 2018 with its first

Planted
Tunnel

grade 1 class. There are currently 210 children enrolled
SandPit /
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Seating
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Jungle-gym /
Learning
PlaySpace
Planting

Seating

a government school run by the department of education (WCED) but has close ties with Lufthansa and Help
Alliance who have built the school building and who will

Seating
Weld mesh fence

at the school, expanding to 315 in 2020. iThemba is

continue to build the next few phases in partnership with

Balance
beams

the department of education.
Existing Classroom
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Seating

Ground Floor Plan

There is currently no play ground and the play space used
at break is a hard surfaced area. The teachers at iThemba
have found that the children are frustrated and under
stimulated at break and we strongly believe that a stimulating play space would enhance learning and emotional
and social well being for the children at iThemba. Play
forms an essential part of learning and many skills acquired on the play ground filter into the classroom where
children are learning to read and write. The play park in
Vrygrond itself is in a dismal state and many children
don’t play there as it is unsafe.
Open City offered to design and help fund-raise the playground project on a pro bono basis to assist the school.
The design is held together by a series of circles, each
containing a different play experience.

3D Perspective view.

STATUS: Complete
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CAPE FARMS /
HERITAGE
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CAPE FOUNTAIN
2020

With Lorenzo Nassimbeni
The semi-circular shape of the Cape Fountain serves as a
focal point at the end of the garden that holds the visitor
in its embrace. The graphic element was inspired by the
Delft Plate, a cultural artefact of the VOC, or Dutch East
India Company, found on the site. The emblematic graphic
of the plate was fragmented and elongated to converse
with the space. The pattern is fragmented to emulate the
dappled light through the trees.
Each circle tells a different South African story.
STATUS: Unbuilt
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KLEIN WELMOED
STELLENBOSCH 2018
We were approached by Usana Farming Estate to develop
a new master plan for the historical farm Klein Welmoed
which would streamline the various activities that are
hosted here. The first phase of the project entails adding
a small wedding venue to the back of an existing 18th
Century Cape Barn.
The charm of this old building is its beautiful simple
geometry and its position, seemingly alone in the landscape. We tried to retain this by letting all the new buildings recede. The additions mirror the proportions of the
old barn with a long thin building containing the kitchen
and ablution facilities. The reception space is treated as
a series of repeated squares inspired by Mies van der
Rohe’s National Gallery in Berlin. The glass enclosure sits
on a raised plinth which divides the line between nature
and building.
The materiality of the new buildings are envisioned to be
rustic, to feel old and new at the same time, blurring the
lines of time whilst standing in contrast to the historical
white barn.
STATUS: Achieved Heritage Western Cape approval
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KLEIN WELMOED
STELLENBOSCH 2018

Ground Floor Plan

South Elevation
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KLEIN WELMOED
STELLENBOSCH 2018

New Wedding Venue attached to historical barn

Kitchen facilities to service the venue
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DONKERHOEK
DRAKENSTEIN 2020 -2021

The new owners of Donkerhoek have set out to reinstate
farming activities and redevelop the historical werf into a
farm tourist destination. The project envisions the farm as
a Living Museum Precinct where visitors can experience
history in action, and the day to day workings of a
historical farmstead are put on display.
The brief requires the adaptive re-use of existing historical
buildings as well as the introduction of new buildings and
structures that support the expanded programme. The
architectural intervention takes its inspiration from an
extensive historical analysis which has been carried out
for the phase I and II Heritage Impact Assessments.
The final proposal incorporates the historical evolution
of the farm within the expression of the new structures
whilst retaining the historical layering present in
the buildings and the landscape. New buildings and
structures are introduced in a mindful and sensitive
manner so as to enhance the historical significance of the
precinct whilst allowing it to function in a new way.
STATUS: Achieved Heritage Western Cape approval
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DONKERHOEK
DRAKENSTEIN 2020 -2021

N
49

DONKERHOEK
DRAKENSTEIN 2020 -2021

North Elevation towards the homestead

North Elevation towards the outbuildings

East Elevation towards the historical cellar and new barns
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DONKERHOEK
DRAKENSTEIN 2020 -2021
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COMMERCIAL
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Agrico buildings to be situated at
the highest point of the site, and
on axis with the entrance to the
development
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point in the site
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Views from N1
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AGRICO
64

63

Lowest Point of site
37

50

36

Potential Constructed Wetland
for Greywater treatment /
Stormwater retention

2. Contours

55

56

38

39

35
34

33

49
40
32

46

47
48
41

42

43
30

19

68

51

52

53

54

67

62

61

60
59

58

57

*

*

66

65

69

45
44
29

23

70
28

27

22
26

21
25

20

1

17

18
2

11

12

13
14

3

7

8

15
16
4

*

10

9

5

71
6

24

* public parking areas

31

5. Erven and Roads

Activation point:
public building

Activation point:
public building

3. Ecological Study

KLAPMUTS BUSINESS PARK

Proposed Ecological Corridor /
Visual Buffer from N1

Public Green Space

Ecologically Sensitive
Zones

Green Buffer zones

6. Green Space

Open City was approached to design a new manufacturing and business headquarters for Agrico, a major
manufacturer of agricultural products in South Africa. The
land secured for the project, due to its size and convenient locality just outside of Paarl, provided an opportunity
to expand the project to the urban and regional scale.
With the new Agrico headquarters as an “anchor” tenant, the concept of an agricultural business park was
developed; a cluster of business and industrial developments specifically focussing on agriculture and its related
industries and activities. The concept ties into the Spatial
Development Framework established by the Drakenstein
Municipality, which seeks to establish the region as the
primary agricultural economical centre of the Western
Cape.
The development draws on various urban design principles and ecological considerations. It aims to form a cohesive urban precinct within which coherent street-facing
buildings front onto green boulevards connected by networks of cycling and pedestrian routes. Generous planting
creates a flow of landscape between the site and the
surrounding nature and agriculture, as well as providing
valuable green space to the urban realm. Various natural
systems such as bio-swales, berms, and constructed
wetlands are employed to sustainably handle storm water
and waste water generated by the development.
STATUS: Awaiting municipal approval
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KLAPMUTS BUSINESS PARK
PAARL 2019
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AGRICO UPINGTON
UPINGTON 2020

Open City was approached to design a new flagship
building for agricultural company Agrico in Upington, one
of their busiest branches. The brief called for a building
that incorporated a retail shop, office space, workshop
and warehouse. The building was envisioned as two
interconnected shed structures, drawing inspiration from
simple farm buildings, connected via a central passage
that is roofed by a box gutter allowing rainwater to be
collected and stored for use in irrigation of the surrounding landscaping. The roof provides a large south-facing
clerestory window, to allow daylighting of the internal
spaces and reduce the energy load on the building.
The indigenous landscaping surrounding the building
and filtering into the covered outdoor spaces at the ends
of the shed structures play on the theme of landscaping
associated with Agrico. The materiality and detailing of
the building is again reminiscent of farm equipment and
implements, where the natural finish of the material is
favoured and the joints and connections honestly expressed. The red earth of Upington inspired the red brick
paving and face brick walls.
STATUS: Under construction
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AGRICO UPINGTON
UPINGTON 2020

Elevation

Ground floor plan

Section
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AGRICO CRADOCK
CRADOCK 2020

Following on from the work done in Upington, Open City
was then commissioned to redesign the Cradock Agrico
branch. A similar design approach was undertaken, resulting in two shed structures that slide past one another,
permitting natural light and ventilation to reach as many
internal spaces as possible and allowing the diagrammatic arrangement of the building to function. The building
sits on a natural rise, which allows for a sloped embankment for display of equipment and goods in between the
front parking lot and the roadway which wraps around the
building at a lower elevation. The building terraces down
towards the street, maximising visibility from the nearby
N10 highway.
Once again landscaping became a central theme, the surrounding natural vegetation of the Eastern Cape with its
iconic aloes inspiring the palette. A more beige brick was
selected for the paving and landscape terraces, and the
green paint is also of an earthy tone. The detailing of the
building itself is simple and honest.
STATUS: In planning
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AGRICO CRADOCK
CRADOCK 2020

Elevation

Ground floor plan

Section
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GLENGARRY FARM REZONING
BELLVILLE 2020 - 2021

OPEN CITY was approached to provide an overall vision
for the redevelopment of a farm on the outskirts of Cape
Town’s northern suburbs. Bellville is historically a low
density suburb and this proposal seeks to create a more
integrated, diverse and walkable urban typology within
a fully developed urban system. The following image
shows the proposed urban master plan for the Glengarry
development which covers an area of 97 Ha.
Conceptually, the Eastern and Western edges are
designed as taller courtyard perimeter blocks that form
a buffer between the major roads, and the interior group
housing and single residential parcels. This buffer helps
mitigate noise pollution, and creates a harder, taller
edge to the softer, lower interior. These higher density
strips anchor the development, planned as walkable
neighbourhoods which will promote active streets with a
mix of shops, restaurants and residential functions.

03

N

The major roads through the development are conceived
as ‘green boulevards’ which link into a network of green
open spaces. Each green boulevard provides slow
mobility (pedestrian and cycling paths), and some provide
public parking too. The storm water management will
be integrated into the green space network through bio
swales and dry retention facilities with suitable indigenous
planting.
STATUS: In Planning
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EXISTING GLENGARRY
SHOPPING CENTRE
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SINGLE RESIDENTIAL 1:
Conventional Housing
GENERAL RESIDENTIAL 1:
Group Housing
GENERAL RESIDENTIAL 2
LOCAL BUSINESS 2
GENERAL BUSINESS 2

INTEGRATING INTO VEHICULAR NETWORK
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APARTMENT BLOCKS
The Urban form and arrangement of the apartment blocks
allows for a variety of shared outdoor space, which ranges
from public, to semi-public to private.
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APARTMENT

APARTMENT
A variety of apartment sizes should be provided, in order
to create a diverse community within each building. Each
apartment is able to have a balcony thanks to the block
arrangment, providing a private outdoor space for each resident
A variety of apartment sizes should be provided, in order to create a
diverse community within each building. Each apartment is able to
have a balcony thanks to the block arrangement, providing a private
outdoor space for each resident.

BLOCK

BLOCK
Each plot has been sized so that the apartment units can be
arranged in a ‘double-loaded’ fashion around an inner courtyard.
The courtyard is generous enough to allow for parking and
communal green spaces within it, creating a safe zone that
residents can utilise.
Each plot has been sized so that the apartment units can be arranged
in a ‘double-loaded’ fashion around an inner courtyard. The courtyard
is generous enough to allow for parking and communal green spaces
within it, creating a safe zone that residents can utilise.
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COMMUNITY
By utilising a perimeter block design methodology, active
frontages are ensured on all sides overlooking a variety of
public spaces and green open spaces that will border the
perimeter blocks.
The apartment blocks adjoin a naturalised storm-water retention zone,
which acts as a green buffer between the development and the future
highway. This zone will be open to the public as a park area, that all
residents from neighbouring developments can also utilise.
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TERRACED HOUSING
The Urban form and arrangement of the terraced housing
puts ‘eyes on the street’ and creates safe community
spaces along the active street frontages.
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TERRACED HOUSE
This housing typology shares walls to save on costs, and
maximise both the private gardens and public space of the
surrounding development. Private roof terraces and balconies
put ‘eyes on the street’ and help to secure the public space
beyond the houses.
This housing typology shares walls to save on costs, and maximise
both the private gardens and public space of the surrounding
development. Private roof terraces and balconies put ‘eyes on the
street’ and help to secure the public space beyond the houses.
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BLOCK
The arrangement of the terraced housing creates active street
frontages which become safe and usable public spaces.
Different heirachies of public space become possible, from
vehicular streets to pedestrian only walkable thoroughfares.
The arrangement of the terraced housing creates active street
frontages which become safe and usable public spaces. Different
heirachies of shared space become possible, from vehicular streets to
pedestrian-only walkable thoroughfares.

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
Houses can be arranged such that left-over space becomes
communal green space, and continuations of this space
intersect and connect the different streets to the larger
community.
Houses can be arranged such that left-over open space becomes
communal green space, and continuations of this space intersect
and connect the different streets to the larger community.
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URBAN INTERFACES
Boardwalk

Ground floor raised 1.5m

Shared courtyard

Constructed wetland

Public

Private

Open green space

Apartment blocks to terrace
down towards street

Apartment block

Office

Parking

Shared courtyard

Mixed-use block

Tree / parking zone

Private garden

Green boulevard

Parking

Retail Shop

Tree / parking zone

Green boulevard

Private garden

Terraced housing

Roof terrace

Private road

Restaurant

Mixed-use block
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Bettina Woodward Director

Valerie Lehabe

Sebastian Waters

Maya Sarembock

Professional Architect with 13 years of experience

Architect with 5 years of experience

Architect with 3 years of experience

Intern with 2 years of experience

Qualifications:

Qualifications:

Qualifications:

Qualifications:

•

Bachelor of Architectural studies. WITS

•

Bachelor of Architecture, WITS

•

Bachelor of Architectural Studies WITS

•

•

Bachelor of Architectural studies (Hons) WITS

•

Bachelor of Architecture (Hons), UCT

•

Master of Sustainable Architecture and Land-

•

Master of Architecture (Prof) WITS *Distinction

•

Master of Architecture, UCT *Distinction

•

scape Design (Politecnico di Milano) *Distinction

Master of City Design and Social Science
London school of Economics and Political Science

Awards:

Awards:

*Distinction

•

•

2012 - GIFA (Gauteng Institute for Architects)

2019 - Recipient of MAECI scholarship from the

Award for The 2nd Year Bachelor of Architecture

Institute of Italian culture, for international stu-

Awards:

Studies who most convincingly demonstrates a

dents to study in Italy

•

2008 - Best student over the final two years of

design proposal which is the result of participa-

study for the Professional Degree in Architecture

tory action research with a disadvantaged com-

•

2008 - Best overall Architecture graduate

munity.

•

2007 - Steven Mark Hemp memorial prize for the

Bachelor of Architectural Studies UCT *Distinction

Awards:
•
2015 - Dux Scholar at Reddam House Atlantic Seaboard
•
2015 - IEB Top 1% of Students for Design Countrywide
•
2017 - Dean’s Merit List
•
2017 - Merit-Based Scholarship
•
2018 - Dean’s Merit List

student whose designs consistently reflect sensitivity to the environment.
•

2011 - LSE Cities Prize for Academic Excellence,
awarded for outstanding academic work across
the masters programme.

•

2019 -CIFA Award for Architecture for Langebaan
Lagoon House
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